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Finding Fish was a book that has touched many heartstrings for different reasons. Many can say they can relate to Antwone on some if not all of his experience.  Finding Fish, a memoir by Antwone Quentin Fisher will show us the many stages people go through in a lifetime of abuse, race, sibling and friendship relations, school difficulties and success, and interest in education and vocations. I will explain how these aspects impacted this author’s life.
Antwone Fisher’s memoir has many aspects of life that I can only fathom. Antwone’s biological mother Eva Mae had in her childhood been the victim of abuse by her father who was an alcoholic. Eva Mae was placed in foster care after her mother’s death when she was twelve years old; making this a cycle that has continued with the now memoir of Antwone Fisher. As explained in class by Marci Flocken, this can be a hard cycle to break because not knowing any better or how to do any better can be devastating
 Antwone has come a long way since childhood. Since birth, Antwone was already going through Erikson’s stages of Trust vs. Mistrust. Seeing in the records of one of them many case workers, Antwone had trust with his first foster mother, as explained to the best of his knowledge (from records he found), he did not want to leave her at such a young age. Antwone trusted her to be the mother he only knew.
The earliest memories Antwone had were from about age four. During that age children go through Erickson’s Initiative vs. guild stage. In Anwone’s case he was constantly called “ nigga ”, being yelled at by his foster mother Mizz Pikett, who claimed to be a woman of faith, being that her husband Mr.Pikett, was a Reverend.  He was indulged in house chores that needed to be done before the day ended.  Age four should be a time of play and fun, but for this child, fun was something his would do on his own time, never to be done before chores were completed. 
The Piketts had their own biological children who were all older than Antwone and the two other foster children Dwight and Flo.  Dwight and Flo are also part of the scrutiny of Mizz Pikett, who in returns receives money from the state to care for the foster children.
Some if the abuse came from Mizz Pikett herself, name calling, enduring the foster children to chores, making count of the amount of food and drinks in the refrigerator to keep the “rotten kids from stealing”. Having this kind of abuse can be coming from her own possible abuse she may have had in her childhood, a cycle perhaps that only continues.  Sexual abuse was caused to Antwone by the babysitter Willenda, who would take advantage of them being alone. The abuse that was cause to Antwone by this age is life changing. Children should not have to endure any type of abuse. Antwone also has trouble with identifying who he is. Lizzie, one the Piketts’ twins are also one who plants shame in Antwone. Lizzie, with her racial comments begins the seen in Antwone, making him feel ashamed of the way he looks. As explained in chapter five of Invitation to Life Span, long-term effects of abuse can increase the risk that can lead to smoking, depression, alcoholism, drug abuse, physical inactivity, severe obesity, sexual promiscuity, and cretin chronic diseases.
Once Antwone begins elementary school, he begins to find an escape from his every day life of torture. Meeting new peers and having to learn the task of acceptance was a challenge. Having to be well behaved and having learned how to follow instructions made it an easy transition for Antwone to begin school. Antwone’s first year was breeze until he began bringing his problems to school by the first grade. Easily distracted and beginning to bring grades down. Having trouble in the home can cause other aspects of life to the point to destruction. Before his eighteenth birthday Antwone did realize that he would no longer be in custody of the state. Antwone managed to get his high schools diploma before being released in the community. 
Being a child that longed for acceptance can lead a child to many things. Yearning for friendship relations at such an early age, Antwone did what he had in his power to do. Stealing nickels and dimes to buy his friends friendship later cost him those same friendships. Later in life Antwone was able to find friends that would end up showing him lessons in life. 
At age sixteen, Antwone had yet another rejection, being return to social services. Rejection so early on can cause a person to have trust issues in the future. Rejection can lead a person to have communication issues with a possible spouse, employer and every day life
After having graduated from high school, Antwone was let out into the world where he soon learned about the friendships of people. Antwone tried to trust a man after being sexually assaulted by two other men. Antwone learned early on that he needed to get away from the conniving predators. A predator that he felt did the same damage to other children, as was done to him by his babysitter.  After having to escape yet another speed pump in his life, Antwone is now homeless. Being homeless and with and running out of money in a very short time, Antwone decides to visit old friends that help him survive a couple days. Seeing no other option, Antwone decides to join the military, seeing this as the only way out of his life. At this point Antwone decides he wants a better life for himself, wants to strive for more, more than he has ever had. While in the military Antwone finds a family, unity, a place of belonging. While in the military Antwone finds it difficult to control certain emotions and begins to retaliate with fighting and verbal altercations. This I believe is the cause of not being aloud to communicate as a child. 
Problems always arise as an adult when having lack of love, communication, honesty, comprehension, and food among other things. Antwone could have ended up a completely different way. I was expecting Antwone to end up as a drug addict, alcoholic, horrible mate. As it turns out, Antwone defied the odds and made a great man of himself. 
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